October 24, 2010 

Dear Parishioners, 

Greetings to you as we ease into the autumn season. As you go to your thermostat to turn up the heat, we take this opportunity to update you on the major renovations taking place at our parish.

In September 2009, we began our capital drive to raise funds to replace the heating system in the church and the rectory (house), to repair our precious stained glass windows, and to redo the granite on the steps outside the church. If you have ever done any renovations at home, you know how a project can spiral into something more complicated and more expensive than first thought. That is exactly what we are dealing with at St. Benedict. 

Because of unforeseen expenses, we will not be redoing – for now - either the rectory heating system, or the exterior granite steps. We just can’t afford it.

We must, however, finish the two projects we have already begun because they are urgent. We must finish repairing our stained glass windows and replacing the heating system in the church. These two projects will cost much more than anyone expected: around $760,000. 

This is a lot of money. However, we are a large parish with a proud tradition of responsible stewardship. If everyone does their share, we hope to pay down the debt within 4 years. In the meantime, we have negotiated a line of credit with the bank to allow us to pay our bills. Interest fees will only increase our costs.

We have 1403 registered envelope users at St. Benedict. In addition, there are many other valued members of our parish family who do not use envelopes. Just like in any family, our parish family needs everyone who receives an income - registered and non registered members - to do their share. Big or small, every contribution helps. 

So far, we have raised $148,060. 

That means we are in debt $611,940 .

Some of you may be wondering if the parish will receive funding for the renovations from the Archdiocese of Toronto, or even from the Vatican. The answer is no. We, the people of St. Benedict’s parish, must be generous and creative in meeting our financial needs. 

Since our capital drive began in September 2009, only 471 parishioners have contributed. This is roughly 33% of our 1403 registered parishioners. To all of you, a sincere thank-you. We make a special appeal to the other 67% of our parish family to make whatever contribution you can manage to help carry the burden of our renovations.  

If we take the total expense, $760,000. and divide it by the number of registered parishioners, which is 1403, we get the amount each parishioner needs to contribute, $541.  That breaks down to $11 a week for 1 year, which is much less intimidating. Of course, some people cannot give this amount, while others could comfortably give more. 

St. John Bosco once said:  

If we have nothing, we can give nothing;  

but if we have a little, lets give a little.

If we have much, let’s give accordingly.

 In all cases, let charity be our guide,  

for ultimately, it will be to our advantage.

To participate in this capital drive, kindly complete the enclosed Pledge Form and return it to the parish by mail or by dropping it in the 2nd collection at mass. Your prompt response will help us to properly schedule the financial arrangements. 

Any suggestions for fundraising projects that you would like to be a part of are welcome. 

To better appreciate the many phases of our renovation project, we invite you to visit the photo gallery on our parish website www.stbenedicts.ca.

Thank you for taking the needs of St. Benedict Church, our spiritual home, seriously.

Your Parish Finance Committee,

Fr. Mike Pace

Ernie Bengert

Ralph MacDonald            

Tim Dunning 

Clara Wu     

